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W
hat are social im

pacts?   W
hat is Social Im

pact Assessm
ent?



The SIA Process

•
D

esktop review
 of project inform

ation, inform
ation relating to the social 

context and com
parative studies

Background

•
Identification and prelim

inary assessm
ent of the likely social im

pacts of 
the project

•
Identification of the social ‘area of influence’

Im
pact Scoping 

•
Targeted interview

s w
ith key stakeholders

C
om

m
unity and Stakeholder Engagem

ent 

Com
m

ercial in Confidence 

•
C

ollation of key statistics and inform
ation relating to the social area of 

influence
Baseline

•
R

eview
 of other EIS technical studies, stakeholder and com

m
unity 

engagem
ent findings

•
Evaluation of the significance of  identified potential social im

pacts
Im

pact Assessm
ent 

•
D

eterm
ine m

anagem
ent m

easures and opportunity strategies to 
m

inim
ise significant negative im

pacts and enhance significant positive 
im

pacts
Social Im

pact Enhancem
ent and 

M
itigation



Potential social im
pacts from

 the project (a)

Potential social im
pact 

them
es

Project phase 
(PA/C

/O
/D

)
Positive and negative im

pacts
Potentially im

pacted group

C
om

m
unity cohesion

PA
•

Varied levels of support w
ithin the local com

m
unity regarding the 

proposal (creating som
e localised disconnection)

•
C

om
m

unity benefit sharing and collaboration opportunities 

•
Local com

m
unity 

•
Broader com

m
unity 

H
ealth and w

ellbeing
PA 

•
Potential anxiety around w

hat the outcom
e of the planning process w

ill 
be (and the associated potential changes)

•
The health benefits associated w

ith a transition to clean energy 
(em

issions reduction in a broader sense)

•
N

eighbours and nearby residents

D
ecision-m

aking system
s

PA
•

The ability for the com
m

unity to have m
eaningful dialogue w

ith 
balanced representation

•
The ability to contribute to project decisions

•
N

eighbours and nearby residents

Econom
ic 

C
, O

•
C

onstruction and operational jobs and local capability developm
ent

•
Indirect econom

ic im
pacts (retail, com

m
ercial, etc)

•
Local com

m
unity, broader region

H
ousing and accom

m
odation

C
•

Pressure on short-term
 accom

m
odation and rental housing 

•
Flow

 on econom
ic benefits supporting a construction w

orkforce

•
Local com

m
unity (low

er incom
e 

groups)

C
om

m
unity 

C
•

Increase dem
and for social/health services

•
C

hange in com
m

unity feel for the area 

•
C

om
m

unity benefit sharing

•
Local com

m
unity (Bathurst)

•
Local com

m
unity (Bathurst)

•
N

eighbours and broader com
m

unity 

•
Broader com

m
unity 



Potential social im
pacts from

 the project (b)

Potential social im
pact 

them
es

Project phase 
(PA/C

/O
/D

)
Positive and negative im

pacts
Potentially im

pacted group

Access
O

•
C

reation and storage of renew
able energy in the area

•
Broader com

m
unity

W
ay of life 

C
, O

•
Im

pacts on people's daily routines

•
Im

pacts of a transition to clean energy

•
N

eighbours and nearby residents

R
oads and Traffic

C
•

Im
pacts on local roads during construction and associated 

im
provem

ents 
•

Local road users

Visual im
pacts and landscape 

character
O

•
C

hange to landscape character

•
C

onsideration of glint and glare

•
N

eighbours, nearby residents, m
otorists

•
Broader com

m
unity

Am
enity

C
, O

•
C

onsideration of changes in term
s of noise, air quality, and 

lighting 
•

N
eighbours and nearby residents

Livelihoods
O

•
C

oncerns about perceived im
pacts to property values

•
Econom

ic diversification opportunities

•
N

eighbours and nearby residents

•
Broader com

m
unity

Safety
O

•
C

oncerns about fire risks and coordination w
ith local R

FS
•

N
eighbours and nearby residents, local 

com
m

unity



Discussion 

Com
m

unity 
cohesion

Am
enity

Livelihoods
Decision-
m

aking

Roads and 
traffic 

Econom
ic

H
ealth and 

w
ellbeing

Visual and 
landscape 

Com
m

unity

Safety

W
ay of life

H
ousing and 
Accom

m

W
hat is the 

likelihood of 
this im

pact 
occurring?

H
ow

 
concerned 
are you / 

people about 
this?

Is concern 
about this 

im
pact w

idely 
felt? W

ho by?

Further details / 
lessons from

 
other local 
projects?

H
ow

 sensitive 
/vulnerable are 
affected people 
to this im

pact?

W
ill this 

im
pact result 
in a big 

change for 
people?

Social Im
pact Them

es

Key Q
uestions…


